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Shawnee Celebrates
Talented CreatiVe
Writers in Awards
Ceremony
HEATHER STEPHENSON, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

When it comes to discussing Shawnee's English department, the last thing
on most people's mind is the sport of boxing. Floyd Mayweather, for those
who are unfamiliar with the sport, is a 5'8," 140 pound boxer who, despite
his small stature, is considered to be the greatest, pound-for-pound, fighter
in the world.
Professor Neil Carpathios, at the awards ceremony for the fifth-annual SSU Student Writing
Awards Competition, made the comparison to the legendary boxer in his introductory speech.
"Our English depa."tlnent may not be very big, but, pound-for-pound, I honestly believe we are
the best there is," he said, addressing the audience.
The writing contest, a competition which celebrates the very spirit of creative writing, was
originally begun by Carpathios to "allow creative writers an outlet for their works," in addition
to being "a way to put the spotlight on some of the talented SSU student writers." The awards
ceremony was held on Monday, March 25, in the University Center's West Ballroom.
"I think I speak for the other judges and myself when I say that, although it took some time, it
was really a pleasure to read through these works. I get inspired just reading some of the imaginative ideas the talent that we have here. It's really impressive," Carpathios said.
Carpathios, who served as director of the ceremony, began before graciously acknowledging
that there would not be a Creative Writing competition without young writers who are willing
to risk their pride in order to offer up their prose for the judgment of others. He continued on to
also thank the English department and his fellow judges, Glenna Heckler-Todt and Ann Linden,
for their time and involvement, in addition to all those who donated to the university's Creative
Writing Fund.
The fund, which was started by an anonymous donor and has continued to grow since, goes directly toward the prize-money and awards received by the winners of the competition, in addition

David Giffels
inspires SSU writers
ALI CARROLL, STAFF REPORTER

Six time Pulitzer Prize-nominated author David Giffels took time out of his
hectic writing schedule to come to Shawnee State and discuss his highly
acclaimed memoir All the Way Home. In his memoir, Giffels tells the story
of a family trying to grow together while trying to renovate what Giffels
calls a "ramshackle" mansion.
"I was working on the book as a person
thing, but it turned into something bigger,"
Giffels said.
Giffels is an Akron native. He received
two bachelor's degrees, English and Journalism, each from Akron, as well as a Master's
of Fine Arts from the University of Akron.
Giffels' original goal as a writer was to write
novels. Despite focusing primarily on creative

nonfiction, he said, "I always felt like I was
doing what I was meant to do."
Giffels has co-written two books, Are We
Not Men? We Are Devo! and Wheels of Fortune: The Story of Rubber in Akron. Giffels
also wrote for Beavis and Butthead.
When choosing subject material to write
about, Giffels chooses what he is most interested in, such as the state of Ohio.

A reoccurring face at the award podium, Zack Burton reads one of his
honored creative pieces to audience members. In addition to writing the
winning creative non-fiction piece, he received the award of honorable
mention in the remaining two categories.
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Diversity Week

at Shawnee
State
LYNA KELLEY, STAFF WRITER

Students Heather

The week of March 25 rang in Diversity Week at Shawnee State University. Five separate events were held to promote the understanding of diversity
to·students. The Diversity Week Board coordinated all events, lead by Coordinator of Student Activities and Cross-Cultural Inclusion, Carla Daniels.
The BEAD (Be Educated about Diversity) project was held on Monday.
Students made bracelets by examining different areas of their lives. Beads of
different colors represented different categories that included race and ethnicity, accessibility issues, gender, sexual orientation, and religion. The more
colorful the participant's bracelet was, the more diverse the people surrounding them were.
On Tuesday morning, "A Day in the Life" was held. The purpose of this
event was to give students insight into the lives of others who may be different from them. Students who participated were able to spend an entire day
in the shoes of an alternate identity. This experience enabled students to go
through experiences with a different perspective.
Wednesday, a Diversity Panel comprised of people from diverse backgrounds spoke to students about the effect labels had on their lives. Students
participated in a cultural scavenger hunt to get to know one another better. A
list of different experiences was given to each participant before they scrambled to find a participant who had gone through one of the listed experiences.
Following the scavenger hunt, the Diversity Panel discussed stereotype issues and the effects those issues have had on their lives.
"If there were more unity in the religious world we would be learning to
live from our hearts and not our heads," diversity panel member Jeanette
Langford said.
On Thursday, two events were held: "Where the Spirit is" a local Church/
Temple/Mosque Fair, and "Guess Who's Straight," a panel who fielded
discussions in order to break stereotypes by answering questions from the
audience as they tried to identify the sexual orientation of panel members.
The central theme from Diversity Week was that open-mindedness leads to
overcoming diversity issues. Throughout the activities the importance of
diversity and accepting other cultures was stressed. Students were given a
better understanding of why it is crucial to make an effort to learn about and
understand other cultures to avoid senseless conflict. 1

Stephenson, Ali
Stivers, and Coty
Montgomery
participate in
making bracelets
by looking at the
diversity in their
lives.

Members of the
Diversity Week
Board take a
quick break from
setting up to
smile for the
camera. Pictured
from left to right
are Hiedi Carter,
Carla Daniels, and
Briana Green.

Creative Writers Awards Continued from Page 1
to allowing the university to host literature events such as hiring
authors to guest-lecture.
The event, which was open to all Shawnee State students, included awards for three different categories: Short Fiction, Poetry,
and Creative Non-Fiction. Winners of each category were given a
check for $100 in addition to plaque which boasts of the accomplishment. There were several honorable mentions as well, with
each being awarded a prize of $25 in addition to a certificate. Each
writer was encouraged to read their prize-winning piece to audience members upon receiving their award
In the first category presented, Short Fiction, the winning story
was a piece by Andy McClave titled "Funeral for a Dog." His story,
which focuses on a cynical protagonist whose emotional numbness is exemplified by the death of the family dog, was praised
by the judges for its ability to pull readers into the protagonist's
emotions, in addition to skillful dialogue and character development. McClave chose to read his story to the audience and was

awarded $100 and a plaque. Two honorable mentions, Brandon J.
Hughs' "The Kidnapping" and Zack Burton's "Hunger and Thirst
for Righteousness," were also awarded in the category, granting
each $25, respectively.
The Poetry award was given next to Amy Clark-Barnhart for her
composition which was titled "I Am From ... " What began as an
assignment for a class, "I Am From ... " was praised by Carpathios
for its ability to "make readers question how the world functions
and where you, yourself, are located in time." As with the Short
Fiction category, two honorable mentions were named, Lyndsay
Hieneman's "In the Headlights" and Zack Burton's "Fungal," both
who also chose to read their poems aloud.
The last category of the award ceremony was Creative Nonfiction-won by Zack Burton, who placed in all three categories
of the competition-with his faith-questioning story, "Apostasy."
Beginning with a photo of himself, Burton used this as a starting
point for exploring the circumstances during which the photo was
taken, eventually leading to a much deeper commentary
on faith and religious doubt.
There was also an honorable mention in the Creative
Non-Fiction category, titled "Senso-ji," written by Andy
Mcclave, which was announced and read to the audience before the ceremony concluded with cake and other
refreshments.
To read any of the winning pieces (or to assess possible
competition for next year's competition), check out the
spring edition of Silhouette, Shawnee State's creative
writing and arts magazine, where each award-winning
piece will be printed within the next few weeks. 1

Giffels Continued from
Page1
"I love Ohio, writing about Ohio, living in Ohio, talking about Ohio," Giffels said.
All the Way Home started off as a collection of articles that Giffels wrote for the Akron Beacon Journal
while he worked there. Ten years after the renovations
to the house began, Giffels decided to take a year off
to write his memoir. Although the reconstruction of the
house was incredibly difficult, Giffels said, "I had to remember the reason when things got difficult."
"Every day I woke up and put shoes on. Mentally, I
put shoes on and went to work," Giffels said.
Giffels gave some very encouraging advice to students
that are interested in writing. As a creative writing professor at the University of Akron, Giffels has an insight
to the minds of future writers. Many memoir writers will
try to fill in places in their memoirs where things are not
certain, but Giffels does not believe in that.
"If it's not true, and you haven't gone to all the means
to get as close to the facts, you don't get to use it," Giffels
said. "You're cheating the people who did it right."
David Giffels is currently working on another memoir
coming out next year about "coming of age in the rust belt"
and growing up in "a place that tries to find its identity." 1

Zack Burton accepts his award from
Professor Neil Carpathios for his winning
creative non-fiction piece titled, "Apostasy."

Giggels outside his restored Akron home.
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Letter to the editor
Read with interest, Ms. Sands, The Chronicle article by Zack
Burton entitled "Epic 24-hour vending machine may be in
SSU's future" (20 March 2013 issue).

Proud to be a
,Shawnee Bear

In addition to the Association for the Blind and Sodexo issues,
I am advised that this proposal will go nowhere; regardless of
Wade Beachy 's contentions that these issues are "very solvable... if presented correctly. "
My concern is that the Inter-Club Council and Student
Government Association are recognizing student needs (business and services) that are not being considered or provided
for by Portsmouth's business community.
I attend an every Thursday morning get-together of local businessmen and others who do nothing but discuss economic
development in downtown Portsmouth. Should a representative of the Inter-Club Council and/or Student Government
Association wish to be invited to one of these meetings, to
address student business/service needs (wish-list), I would be
most pleased to invite them to attend as my guest.
Sincerely,
Kevin W: Johnson, Portsmouth City Council member

The Real College
Experience
When students face the facts of the real college life some students drop out of college or
travel the world. Over the years I have seen
a lot of students drop out of college because
they have lost interest or because they did
not have the support system they needed.
I have also witnessed many students pulling an allnighter for an exam and pushing themselves to achieve
their goals. Every semester students may find certain
courses more challenging and they just want the easy
break. Most parents push kids to go to college so they
BIANCA GREENE
can have a successful career in life. Taking exams after
STAFF WRITER
exams, typing dozens of pages and dealing with different
teaching skills can be difficult and stressful but at the
same time taking exams and typing dozens of pages can
help a student be prepared for the real world. For example, many students need to meet a deadline
for a paper. In the real world there will be many stressful days ahead of making sure certain things
are completed in on time.
College is not only overwhelming but students can also find themselves feeling confused. Some
students change their major a lot because they feel as if their field of study is not for them or they
just lost interest. Many students change their majors without really going into the field of study to
see if they would really enjoy pursuing that career. Students should try applying for an internship
to see what they would think of the experience and then decide if that career is for them.
As a student college is obviously not easy. Finals are coming up very soon. The studying can
be stressful especially if you're that student who slacked off a bit in class. The best way to study
is to get a study group. Study groups are always fun because it is not as stressful and if you don't
understand a certain material, a student in a group can help explain the material better, but remember to actually focus and study. Sometimes in study groups many students get off topic and talk
about other things besides school. The best way to stay focus would be to come prepared with the
materials you need to know for the exam. Make a list and start from top to bottom and work from
there. Once you've reached the end you'll be happy and to know you've achieved your goals in
studying. Not only finals are coming up, so is graduation. Seniors are counting down the days
until they leave Shawnee State University. Seniors have finally reached the end of the finish line.
Graduation is all about having the real college experience. The day senior's graduate they will
feel very happy to move on to the next chapter of their lives. To those who are new or continuing
their education at Shawnee State the most important thing about college is to focus on your career.
Educate yourself and know your material well enough so when you graduate you can have that
successful career everyone dream of. ,i

TASHANA BOWLING
GUEST COLUMNIST

We've all been there; the
late nights studying, cramming for exams, trying to
get projects completed on
time, worrying about our
grades, and even the possibility of having to re-take a
course. You get that overwhelming feeling and you
think to yourself, "I just
can't do this anymore!"

Whether you are a student who is
post-secondary, one that is fresh out
of high school, a single parent trying to make ends meet, or parents with multiple children, one thing remains
the same. College can be extremely difficult. However, no one ever said the
road to success would be an easy one.
It is easy to let life get in the way of our hopes and dreams. Things can
happen in tlfe blink of an eye which can lead us to believe the easiest thing
to do would be to simply give up. We often think, "I can finish school later,
when life slows down," or "maybe finding a job would be better than having
to deal with academics." The plain and simple truth is, no matter where you
are in your life, college isn't always going to be easy. You have to hang in
there, work hard, and strive for success.
It's easy to become fearful not knowing what your future holds. We as
college students deal with negative challenges in our everyday lives that can
contribute to wanting to throw in the towel and give up. Each of us face obstacles such as, lack of support from your family or friends, lack of finances,
personal life, Sleep deprivation, not understanding the materials being covered in a course; the list goes on. Coming from a line of family members who
have graduated or are currently attending Shawnee State University, I know
there are different areas of support in which many students are unaware of.
Aside from the clubs, sports and recreational activities, I'd like to share a list
of programs offered at SSU which many students may be unfamiliar with.
Believe it or not, there is support from our university coming from every
direction! For high school students, SSU offers a program titled, "Upward
Bound." This program is offered to help prepare high school students for
college. They even have the opportunity to stay on campus for six weeks out
of the summer in the dorms and attend classes. This shows them what college
life is like. For college students of every age, the trio center (which is also
connected with student support services) is a place where you can apply to
get assistance with text books, tutoring, school supplies etc. Then, for all
SSU students, the math lab on the fourth floor of Massie Hall, which is totally
free for any student who needs a little extra help! In the Student Success Center, you can sign up for a free tutor or even sign up to be a tutor and make a
few extra dollars. You can also get free access to the computer lab where you
can research and print materials needed for your classes. (This is especially a
great place to go when all the spots at the library are all filled up.) Other than
the academic standpoint, SSU also offers free counseling and a free medical
clinic. If you are a student who has children, be sure to check your SSU email
account because they are constantly offering free family night activities and
even movie nights. The athletic center is a great place to go (and is totally
free of charge for students) to relieve stress and get a great workout in. On
Saturdays, they even offer free family swim time, where you can bring the
family in to have fun and splash around for a few hours!
Managing stress can be hard. If you are aware of the help that is offered,
someone will be there to assist in alleviating some of the extra stress in your
life. Always be sure to set realistic goals for yourself so you can be proud of
your accomplishments.
The more I find out about Shawnee State University, the more I fall in
love with my school. The staff and adjunct faculty are always there to lend a
helping hand. Most professors will go above and beyond the call of duty to
see their students become successful. I count it an honor to be a "Bear!"
Our school has so much to offer and they expect students to take advantage of them_. So whether you join a club, sport, activity etc. the possibilities
are endless at Shawnee State University. Get involved in something, talk to
someone if you are feeling down, and get help when you need it. Make your
journey at SSU worthwhile so you can be proud to be a Bear! ,i
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The Cyril Scott Pipe Band of Columbus brings up the end of the parade with a marching bagpipe

CR Cochran, 8 years old, stands by the sidelines after

and drum performance by the Cyril Scott Pipe Band of Columbus. The band, which has placed
second in the World Pipe Band Championships in Glasgow, Scotland, was an enormous hit,

waving to the crowd from the lead car. With his bright red
hair, green eyes, and Irish surname, in addition to a St.

drawing numerous cheers from spectators on the sidelines. (Photo by: Heather Stephenson)

Patrick's Day birthday, little C.R. was the parade's first-ever
Junior Grand Marshal. (Photo by: Heather Stephenson)

Members of Cirque D'Art, Portsmouth's popular dance theater for children,

After marching the entire route of the parade, Legion

Stacy (left) and her daughter Kayla (right) Sammons

gather at the end of the parade, outside of Staker's Drugstore, after

Post 23 members climb aboard their vehicle at Tracy

stand with their dogs at the parade. Little Bear (front), a

performing a variety of stunts throughout the course of the St. Patty's

Park, outside of Kroger, the ending location of the St.

177-lb. English Mastiff, is a therapy dog with the

procession. (Photo by: Heather Stephenson)

Patty's Parade.

Southern Ohio All-Breed Dog Club, in addition to
Sammons' other dogs. (Photo by: Heather Stephenson)

l·rish roots shine at
Portsmouth St. Patrick's Day Parade
HEATHER STEPHENSON, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Gunshots rang out over Market Street on Saturday, March 17th, as the James Dickey American Legion Post
23 bus floated down the Portsmouth Saint Patrick's Day Parade. Children rushed to scavenge the thrown
candy lying amongst the spent shotgun shells that littered the streets. Atop the bus, two Legion men worked
together to fire the shells, blanks, of course, announcing the following St. Patty's Day procession.
Despite the persistence of the event-threatening clouds
that blanketed most of Portsmouth, the sun appeared
long enough to brightly welcome the numerous spectators of the parade which has been a part of Portsmouth's
history each year since its conception in 2007 by the
Seven Nations Celtic Club.
Saint Patrick, who lived during the fifth century, is the
national apostle and patron saint of Ireland credited with
bringing Christianity to the Irish. According to many at
the parade, legend has it that Saint Patrick used many
symbols relatable to the Irish, such as the three leaves
of the shamrock, a native Irish clover, as a means of explaining Christianity. Over time, these legends grew in
popularity, becoming one of the most recognizable pieces
of Irish culture. With its high percentage of individuals
with Irish ancestry, the majority of the area's residents
attended the parade, many of which showed their pride
by wearing an array of festive gam including Leprechaun
suits, green attire and, of course, the traditional Irish kilt.

Many dogs, some of which were dyed a striking clover-green color, were also present at the parade with the
Southern Ohio All-Breed Dog Club and Sierra's Haven. Despite the abundance of strikingly green canines,
however, there was one naturally-colored dog that stood
out above the others. Literally. Weighing in at a massive 177 lbs., Little Bear, an English Mastiff dressed in
a St. Patty's Day costume of his own, attended the parade with owner Stacey Sammons. A therapy dog, Little
Bear works in nursing homes and makes appearances
in libraries through the All-Breed Dog Club, along with
Sammons' other therapy dogs.
While wiping a strand of white slobber from Little
Bear's enormous mouth, Sammons laughed, stating that
they're a wonderful breed of dog "if you can deal with
all the slobber!"
Other attendees of the parade included the American
Red Cross, Port City Pub, both the Boy/Girl Scouts,
Cirque d' Art, Portsmouth Fire Department, Knights

of Columbus, Southern Ohio Medical Center, Scioto
County Board of Developmental Disabilities, American
Family Insurance, the Portsmouth Police Department,
Hallmark Home Health Care, the Cyril Scott Pipe Band,
and the lead leprechaun, played by 8-year-old C.R.
Cochran, a West Portsmouth native with Irish roots of
his own. With his bright red hair, green eyes, and Irish
surname, in addition to a St. Patrick's Day birthday, little
C.R. was the parade's first-ever Junior Grand Marshal,
giving him the responsibility of waving to the delighted
crowd from the lead car.
"The only thing missing is the pointy ears!" C.R. said
with a mischievous grin.
This year's Grand Marshals were John and Sue Burke,
both of whom are active members of the community in
addition to large contributors to the spectacle.
The parade wrapped up with a marching bagpipes and
drum performance by the Cyril Scott Pipe Band of Columbus as they entered Tracy Park. The band, which has
placed second in the World Pipe Band Championships in
Glasgow, Scotland, was an enormous hit in addition to the
performance by the Cirque d' Art children's dance theatre.
Following the performances, many of the parade-goers made their way back to the Port City Pub for more
celebrating in the way the Irish are famous for: with delicious beer! 1
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Deon Platt, 33, wants to keep
playing college basketball
SPENSER VILLINGER, STAFF REPORTER

Deon Platt is a 33-year-old basketball
player from North Carolina. A resident of
both North and South Carolina, he completed high school and entered college
while moving back and forth between both
states. He went to Mount Olive College and
then joined the Marines.
"I played basketball all four years and started all four
years." Platt said. "I also was in the Marine Corps, and
I also played basketball in the Marines and was an all
Marines Corps selection." Deon wants to go further with
his education degree. He wants to teach Middle School
Kids, because they will listen to.you.
But he still has some basketball skill left in the tank.
He also wants to work on rebounding and lead whatever
team he's on to 18 to 20 game wins.
"I want to mentor other players; at my age, I want to

get the team to a 21 to 22 win season," Platt said. "I
want to make sure they do not give up and I also want to
help out the team." He heard about SSU from his college
coach from Guilford Tech. Deon gave SSU Assistant
Basketball Coach Jay Eason a call and Coach Eason
went to one of Deon's games.
"I looked up SSU online and went to the athletic site
and saw the men's basketball roster then went to the recruited page and signed up." Platt said.
He played basketball last on Friday March 8 against
Lewisburg. He did not play his best game that night; he
only had six points the entire game.
"I was shut down in the first half and it continued into
the second half. They trapped me every time I caught
the ball." Platt said. At his visit to Portsmouth he noticed how many people were at Saturday's game against
Pikeville on February 23, 2013. He said that nobody had
anything bad to say about SSU men's basketball.
''I noticed that in SSU men's basketball it is very hard to
get in trouble and I also noticed as I was walking around the
campus, everybody seemed very nice and friendly." Platt said.

He also wants to start out as an assistant basketball coach
and worlc his way up. As a coach he wants to learn how to
get away from double teams and trapping. He mainly wants
to work on fundamentals; he wants to teach a fundamentally sound game as an assistant basketball coach.
"Even though I was in the Marines and being away
from basketball, it was awesome and felt good to come
· back to the game." Platt said.
Going on his life journey, Deon wants to leave a
legacy for his 11-year-old son. Deon has never played
division one basketball, but he wants to play. In junior
college, he redshirted his freshman year, he played division two after junior year and made Most Improved
Player in High School.
"At Guilford Tech I got third team all-region, it was kind
of crazy. The team could not believe it," Platt said. ''The
team reacted: How in the world he got that award at 33?"'
Deon wants to leave a legacy for his son. He wants
his son to learn what to do when it is time to play. Deon
wants to show his son the way and hopefully have him
go further than his dad. ,i

Entrepreneurs
taking the risk

to start local
businesses

HEATHER STEPHENSON, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

With its abundance of forsaken businesses
and boarded-up factories, most would be
considerably uneasy with the prospect of
opening up a new business in Portsmouth.
Armed with an unconventional sense of optimism, Francesca Hartop, owner of the newly
opened Garage Cafe on Second Street, seems
to be immune to the cloud of stale uncertainty
currently hanging over the city.
"I'm mostly an optimistic person and I tend to think that
if you fully invest in a concept and you do it the right way,
that your odds of success are pretty good," Hartop said.
Unlike most businesses in the area, Garage Cafe was
established only with the intention of its income only
being enough to stay afloat, rather than with the purpose
of making a profit.
"My goal with this restaurant is that it basically pays
its way. I'm not looking for something that returns 20%
on investment, so as long as it pays its way, I'm perfectly content to just let it do that," she said. "I want it
to be something that helps the downtown, while hiring
students and helping them get real business experience
right out of school."
The cafe, which is located directly across from the
firm where Hartop works as a full-time engineer, was
originally purchased as additional manufacturing space
several years ago.
''While I was working around the office and with the
university, people would always complain, 'Why aren't
there more contemporary eating establishments around
here?' There is fast food off of Route 52, Route 23, or
toward New Boston, but there aren't any restaurants like
Panera, or Chipotle, or anyplace like that," Hartop said.
After discovering that they would only be using the back
half of the manufacturing space and not wanting to board it
up and use it for storage, Hartop and the other engineers did
the only logical thing: they turned it into a restaurant.
Located in the Historic Boneyfiddle District and only
a three block walk from campus, Garage Cafe was given
its name as a nod to the "A&M Garage" keystone block
on the building from when it was built in the 20s. The

This is the caption.Sitiissiti dunt fugit offic te consequ iducit volores el imolo berspedi omni dellaccusa quam aceped
que voluptatume venihitisque vel (Photo by Heather Stephenson)

inside of the cafe is themed as Hartop calls it, "a tinkerer's garage." After finding a man on the Internet who
makes sculptures out of garbage, Hartop contracted him
to craft the numerous robots that decorate the eatery,
choosing them to be one of its central themes.
"As engineers, we do a lot sensor/robotics work so
robots have always been very near and dear to our hearts
so we also decided to brand the restaurant with them,
too," Hartop said, "I just think every restaurant should
have its own personality, and that's ours."
The cafe prides itself in being one of the few places to
offer vegetarian options in Portsmouth in addition to the
freshness of its ingredients. "It's more than just that the
mix of food is unique. We have a lot of salads that have
chevre cheese, feta cheeses, cranberries, and pecans, so
it's a very different mix than what most places have,"
Hartop said.
The cafe's menu contains breakfast items, burritos,
soups, and sandwiches as well, with the option of calling
in ahead of time or order faxing for larger requests. Delivery is also possible for orders above the $35 minimum.
Interestingly, the cafe takes a unique approach to handling
competitors, focusing on the improvement of the downtown
area rather than profit, something that she believes is necessary for the recovery of Portsmouth as a whole.
When deciding where to eat, people will head down
to Ashland or Huntington because they'll have a lot to
choose from, Hartop explains, "I would like to see it become a thing in downtown Portsmouth so that it's not us

against another restaurant but, instead, there's simply a
variety to choose from there."
"I think a lot of things in Portsmouth people are afraid to
fully commit to it. For example, when we did this, we put
in a considerable invesnnent into this the right way, all new
equipment we wanted, rather than starting with what was
there and building around it," Hartop said, explaining her
views on Portsmouth's ailing health and her cure for it
The cafe's customers are mainly a mix of businesspeople and families that live in the area, with a ratio of
60 percent local residents and 40 percent students from
Shawnee. The Portsmouth Table Tennis Club also meets
in the back room of the cafe every Tuesday and Friday
night at 7 p.m., where anyone can come down to play.
Although they've only been in business for a week and a
half, Hartop is pleased with the progress the cafe has been
making, "We've been really happy just the first week,"
she said, "Obviously, there are the little things, but we're
learning things that we have to fix as we move forward.
We have a really fantastic crew here. We've ha<J really _
good feedback and everybody has been really suppoitivt We're getting faster and people are still so patient."
',
The cafe already has plans for expansion over the
course of the summer, adding an outdoor covered eating
area, equipped with heaters for the cooler months.
For more infoimation, visit the cafe's website http://www.garagecafeoh.com or call the store at 740-351-0593. ,i
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The Celebration of Scholarship is a special opportunity for
SSU to showcase academic, creative, and research projects.
Students and their faculty mentors have spent countless hours examining ideas, creating works of art, testing
hypotheses, or presenting other methods to stimulate think- ·
ing and discussion. Over the next two days, these young
scholars are taking an important step in their intellectual
development by presenting their work for examination and
criticism by their peers and others.
The presentations you will hear during the event are
a testament to the substance, value, and importance undergraduate research plays in preparing individuals for
rewarding careers. Today, you will meet the thinkers, the
innovators, and the dreamers who together will help shape
a brighter future for all of us in this region.
President Rita Rice Morris

Drugs, Crime and Poverty in
Southern Ohio
LYNA KELLEY, STAFF WRITER

Presenters answered audience questions at the end of the session. Being prompted with the
question of how to help addicts in Peters' former position, she responded, "You can't. They have to
want to help themselves. There is no easy answer." Pictured with other presenters from left to
right are Tracey Peters, Courtney Mayes, and Stephanie Leslie.

On Thursday, March 28, Tracey Peters gave a presentation regarding the drug problem in
Southern Ohio during Shawnee's annual Celebration of Scholarship.
Peters opened with a funny cartoon video clip about a small child and his horrible mother. The
mother sat in a daze, smoking cigarettes and sipping coffee, while the child ran in circles while
telling his mom, in a purposely entertaining manner, that she was a terrible mother. When the
video stopped, emotion in the room quickly became serious as Peters explained how she found
the video. "My son told me this is what kind of mom I used to be."
There was no holding back during Peters' presentation as she told the audience she was once a
drug addict.
"I'm not here to tell you not to take drugs!" the unconventional speaker said to a room full of
students and faculty members. Peters continued to explain that she does not believe the war on
drugs is one that will ever be won. "It doesn't matter what I, or anyone else, tells you, if you are
going to try drugs, then you will still try them."
"Nobody sees themselves becoming a drug addict. They start it just to have fun, and then it
becomes a habit," said Peters. She explained that during her high school years she was a good
student, head cheerleader, and she often thought about the great mother she would be in the future.
In reality, her life went in a different direction when she started to experiment with drugs. "It
can happen to anyone," Peters said.
Peters' briefly described the non-profit organization she started to help families of drug addicts.
"It starts as simple as making sure to lock your doors."
The realness of Peters' presentation was refreshing. Young people need to see the reality of
Southern Ohio's drug problem without it being sugar-coated, and that is exactly the image ·Peters
presented. This is a real problem, and it's not going anywhere. ,i

Tracy Peters warns students that

Courtney Mayes discusses women

drugs are tempting and dangerous.

and substance abuse.

Stephanie Leslie researched the
need for welfare revisions.
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English students respond
to Celebration of Scliolarship
The order of it all

The War on Drugs in Scioto County

Jaxon Current had been working and refining the idea behind the presentation for the last 3 year,
he told me, with concentrated effort within the last year. The presentation titled The Order of it All
was about data sets and their order.
Current has developed a new way to find and preserve the order of a data set mathematically.
That is to that that if you have a series of random numbers, Current can define the way those
numbers are ordered. The implication, he told the lecture hall, is that this can be used to compress
data into smaller more manageable sizes and find hidden patterns in data. The example Current
gave was a series of a numbers with no obvious pattern. After the order was discerned and the data
compressed, the Fibonacci Sequence was revealed.
"I decided to do this project, because I was looking into different techniques to compress data,
and one of my ideas for compressing required that I keep track of order somehow'' he told me
after the presentation had concluded. Finding these other methods inadequate, Current set about
creating his own compression technique. He plans to continue pursuing and refining this new and
unique technique.

I attended the Celebration of Scholarship at Shawnee State University on March 28th about the
war on drugs in Scioto County. The first woman who explained information about the drug
addiction and I agreed with her as she said the war on drugs is never going to end. There will
always be new drugs discovered and new people trying them. I also agreed with her as she said
drugs, poverty, and crime is all related. I disliked what she said about people being addicted on
drugs though. Yes, it is your own choice if you do drugs or not, but rather than telling a group of
college student, if you're going to do it, just do it before you have kids; it's not the right way to
approach it. I think she should've told us more facts about what it can do to you and your family.
She should have made a better plan to stop and prevent us from doing drugs. I believe she should
have told us the consequences, rather than telling us it's okay to try it.
The second woman who spoke talked about women and substance abuse. I believe her plan to
make women's specific facilities is a great way to help women. She made an excellent point saying that mixing males and females can make women not feel comfortable opening up and talking
about their problems. She thought through everything very well by making the facilities a 24-hour
day care in case they don't have a baby-sitter. I also agree with her as she said there needs to be
more education about drugs to prevent them from the beginning.
The last woman talked about welfare, and how it is now known as a crutch and a lifestyle. I agree
with her that many people use it and abuse it, which makes many people who truly need it, not be
able to get it. She proposed to pinpoint those who abuse it and steadily decline the rates, and report
fraud if you know anyone who is abusing it. She also agreed to educate you about welfare fraud so
we can easily see when it's being done. My opinion is she made an excellent proposal.

CHUCK NORRIS, ENGLISH1105 STUDENT

Action Research in spelling
Madison Rapp, a senior majoring in early childhood education at Shawnee State University, presented her research on effective spelling strategies during the Celebration of Scholarship. With
a well informing power point presentation describing her research, Rapp informed her audience
about her strategies to help young children improve their spelling which would in return improve
every aspect of their learning. As the presentation unfolded Rapp made her points clear. The
biggest of these points revolves around the futileness of the old ways of learning how to spell.
Writing the words numerous times with pencil and paper does help in the memorization of certain words, but this strategy does not help with the memorization of spelling patterns. Also, she
established that not everybody learns the same way. This called for new and improved strategies
for spelling.
The presenter after establishing this point would go on to describe the strategies that she used.
She was assigned a first grade classroom where she was to help only one student who was reading
below her grade level. For three da)'ll a week for three weeks she helped the student by implementing new ways of learning and studying spelling words. On Monday and Tuesday she would help
the student and on Friday would give her a Post-Test to see if the student improved. On the learning days she would use the strategies. Some of these would include scrabble letter tiles, magnetic
letters found on home refrigerators, making letters with pipe cleaners, and the child would use her
fingers to spell out the words in shaving cream (which Madison told the group listening was the
child's favorite).
The results given by Rapp that the child showed gave promising progress. In the first week
the child showed immediate progress. She improved from correctly spelling 1 out of 6 words to
correctly" spelling 4 out of 6 words. In the second week the same progress showed again. In the
third week the child in the Post-Test correctly spelled 5 out of 6 words. With these results hands
on learning was proven effective by Rapp. Rapp, despite telling of the few changes she wanted to
implement, seemed very content with both the results and her research.
I personally was impressed with this research. I agree with Rapp that children in today's high tech
world need to learn how to spell not for the sake of spelling but for enhancements in all aspects
in learning. This research also showed that there is hope for all children no matter their learning
level. Children need to have this "Hands On" help to improve the outlook of the future. Every
child needs to be looked at to be helped improved their learning.
LUCAS HILEMAN, ENGLISH 1105 STUDENT

EMS Education Day
at Shawnee State

SARAH PELFREY, ENGL1105 STUDENT

Teaching compare and contrast writing
skills to high school students with Sara
Pate
Compare and contrast writing skills have always be challenging for high school students to learn.
All students learn differently, which can make teaching these skills a difficult task, but by teaching
high school students compare and contrast writing skills, Sara Pate believes that we can create
better college writers, in addition making students more efficient in all compare and contrast
situations.
The project Pate used to assist several high school students better learn compare and contrast
methods was something called the "Smagorinski Method." Pate claims that this method helped
the students better understand the topic that they were researching, in addition to helping the select students understand how to use compare and contrast methods outside the classroom in life
situations. The method also enabled students to be able to create their own concepts of compare
and contrast circumstances.
When teaching these children, Pate learned that unit creation is a difficult task. Not knowing
how students would react to the activity, or how much interest they would have, were concerns
Pate had before undertaking the project.
Technology use helped during this project, but difficult arises for some students who may not
have access. Some students struggled at first with seemingly simple things, but after re-teaching
the material, they made better progress.
Concluding her presentation, Pate agrees that this project was quite labor intensive, but regardless of this, she really enjoyed doing it.
JAKE ABRAMS, ENGLISH 1105 STUDENT

On Saturday, April 6, HealthNet 4/MedFlight 7 hosted its fifth annual Tri-State Fire/EMS Education
Day at Shawnee. Throughout the conference, EMS workers and firefighters were put through
different training scenarios, each of which went toward education credits without cost. Participants
of the free education day additionally brought canned goods that were donated to the local food
pantry. On display in the lawn in front of the UC and the Clark Memorial Library, MedFlight 7's new
helicopter was open for students and local children. (Photo and caption by: Heather Stephenson)
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English students respond to
Celebration of Scholarship

Literature
circles help in
reading
On March 28th, I attended the Celebration of Scholarship at Shawnee
State University. I went to Session
3C in room 124 at the Teacher Education building. Moderator Gay
Lynn Shipley presided over the
event There were four presentations,
all about studying how children best
learn academic material.
The first presentation was over
determining if literature circles as
a comprehension strategy will have
a positive impact on students' reading comprehension skills. I believe
that literature circles, when done
correctly, can have a great impact
on comprehension of the subject
matter. In my own personal experience, it works much better than
taking notes or filling out worksheets. Having feedback from peers
and hearing their thoughts on the
topic definitely helped solidify my
understanding of what I read. I
was surprised with the result of the
study. Literature circles proved to
not be very effective in improving
the reading comprehension skills of
students. The presenter stated that
this was mainly because the students did not like some of the roles
that were assigned to them in the
literature circle.
The presenter of the second presentation discussed the study she
conducted with graphic organizers
in a fifth grade mathematics class.
The main objective of the study was
to determine if using graphic organizers would improve a student's
ability to solve word problems.
While the study showed that using
graphic organizers did indeed improve students' ability to solve word
problems, a good point was brought
up by the students in the study. They
had commented that while using
graphic organizers improved their
word problem ability, they were not
practical in a standardized testing
setting due to the time limit put in
place. In my opinion, this is a shame
and only makes me despise standardized tests more. Saying that these
tests accurately measure a student's
intelligence is insulting. Many students know the material but do not
function well when strict time limits are placed upon them. A student
that may work out math problems
well with graphic organizers is automatically placed at a disadvantage
because it takes longer to draw the
graphic organizers out
The final two studies, which
covered topics such as flash card
efficiency and sight word comprehension, were not complete at the
time of the presentation. Each of the
studies had a promising start with
the data that was collected however
both lacked enough data for me to
form an opinion on the topics.
ANDREW WITHERS
ENGLISH 1105 STUDENT

Teaching
Compare and
Contrast
Writing Skills
to High School
Students with
Sara Pate
Compare and contrast writing skills
have always be challenging for high
school students to learn. All students learn differently, which can
make teaching these skills a difficult
task, but by teaching high school
students compare and contrast writing skills, Sara Pate believes that we
can create better college writers, in
addition making students more efficient in all compare and contrast
situations.
The project Pate used to assist
several high school students better
learn compare and contrast methods
was something called the "Smagorinski Method." Pate claims that this
method helped the students better
understand the topic that they were
researching, in addition to helping
the select students understand how
to use compare and contrast methods outside the classroom in life
situations. The method also enabled
students to be able to create their
own concepts of compare and contrast circumstances.
When teaching these children,
Pate learned that unit creation is a
difficult task. Not knowing how students would react to the activity, or
how much interest they would have,
were concerns Pate had before undertaking the project.
Technology use helped during this
project, but difficult arises for some
students who may not have access.
Some students struggled at first
with seemingly simple things, but
after re-teaching the material, they
made better progress.
Concluding her presentation, Pate
agrees that this project was quite labor intensive, but regardless of this,
she really enjoyed doing it.

Photo-Based
Creative NonFiction
This session was presented by Zack

Burton, Dana Dotson, and Andy
Mcclave. The topic at hand dealt
with taking a picture from your life
and reflecting on it and allowing it
to guide your writing. The three presenters had vastly different pictures
and topics, but they were all excellent essays.
Andy Mcclave told of his trip to
Japan as a teenager with his father.
The photo is of him standing in front
of a beautiful building in Japan. He
goes on to tell how different the culture is in Japan than in the United
States. A memory that stuck out to
him was his father's fear of Chinese
cuisine. For fear of embarrassment
at using chopsticks, they opted for
McDonald's instead.
Dana's topic was a very different
type of experience. Her photo was
of her and her sister at her sister's
high school prom. She took a poetic
approach to her essay. This meaning she used extreme imagery. She
described her feelings of displacement when people she knew would
approach her and she felt she did
not belong. All the feelings of her
high school life, good and bad, were
brought up in this scenario and she
did not like it.
Lastly, Zack's photo was of
himself at a church festival in his
hometown. He also felt a sense of
displacement at the time of this
photo and felt himself maturing. He
talks of his essential abandonment
of religion and the journey he is deciding to take for his own life. He
also took a humorous approach to
this essay and stated that it is just
a picture and should not be over
analyzed.

Self-concept in children
The first half of the presentation during this session was called "Impact of
Occupation-Based Groups on Development of Self Concept in Children."
This presentation was a summary of an ongoing experiment at Portsmouth
Elementary School. The students conducting this experiment are currently in
the Masters of Occupational Therapy Program and are trying to observe children's self-concept who are in first and second grade. They do this through
peer, maternal, cognitive, and physical activities to measure each student's
self-concept. Activities such as arts and crafts, team building, and other noncompetitive games were played. This program was conducted after school
for two days a week for one hour. A pretest was conducted in October and
a posttest will be given in April to measure the self-concept. Therefore, the
results are not yet available on how much of a difference this experiment
made the children's lives.
The second half of this presentation was titled "Exploring Nonverbal Communications and Micro Expressions." Audrey Howard introduced the many
facial expressions that humans do when they express certain emotions. Also,
the way people use their hands when they speak can inform you how they are
feeling. A video of Barack Obama and Mitt Romney was shown as examples
of the many facial expressions and body motions that go on in a conversation
and the things that they can tell you about their emotions.
MARCIE REEDY, ENGL 1105

Electronics in Teaching
As time has passed, technology has become increasingly more important. A
trending topic has been implementing new technology into classrooms so the
students can interact in learning as well as gaining skills that they will use in
future jobs. Brad Liston has been doing a study at Greene Middle School in
order to see if SMART Boards, computers, and projectors have an effect in a
science classroom.
During the first week, Liston found the grades slightly going down due to
the lack of student's attention. The students said that their traditional way of
learning was the classic writing on the board and taking notes. As the weeks
went on, more technology was being adding to each class session and the
grades began improving. The students were getting used to the new way of
teaching.
However, IEP (Individualized Education Plan) students have not been able
to grasp as well as the more advanced students due to lack of translation from
certain disabilities. Liston plans to find ways to help these students and completely conclude how well students enjoy technology in classrooms and the
effect.
TANNER MATTIE, ENGL 1105 STUDENT

JACOB HARRIS
ENGLISH 1105 STUDENT

JAKE ABRAMS
ENGLISH 1105 STUDENT
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Teaching the alphabet

The Celebration of Scholarships I attended had three students from the
Education department at Shawnee State University presenting "How to teach
the Alphabet." Although each presentation was exceptional, I would like to
focus on Mackenzie Ellis.
Mackenzie created a study on how children from Kindergarten struggle
with learning their upper case and lower case letters of the alphabet. She took
five students and over the course of six weeks, developed strategies that she
thought would help each student. She began by breaking her six-week period
up into two segments, so that she spent three weeks on upper case letters and
three weeks on lower case letters.
Mackenzie used letter games as well as fun and naturalistic approaches.
One of the strategies that stuck out most to me was from the use of shaving
cream. The shaving cream was squirted onto the desks and the students were
able to create their letters by running their fingers through it. Mackenzie created a pretest at the beginning of her six weeks and another posttest at the
end.
Mackenzie's conclusion was the most of her students succeeded in at least
one area or the other, as far as knowing their upper or lower case letters.
Some students exceeded her expectations and ranked higher at the end of her
study by knowing both upper case and lower case. She did a wonderful job
and I believe she will make an exceptional teacher.
TASHANA BOWLING, ENGLISH 1105 STUDENT
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The Power of
Music
"The Power of Music" by presentation by education major Cassie
Kight, showed how music can help
mold young minds in the learning
process. "It is highly recommended
that music should be used in and outside the classroom," Kight stated.
Throughout her poster she discusses the many different ways that
music can be used in the classroom.
She also presented how music can
positively affect the physical, social, cognitive, and language areas in
children. "Children who are exposed
to music before the age of six have
hyper development in some parts
of their brains. Music has also been
found to enhance long-term memory
as well. Listening to music can also
lower stress levels and positively affect heart-rates," Kight said.
During her field work at The
Children's Learning Center, Kight,
would sing with the teacher every
day during the children's circle
time and these songs would have
the children use movement, instruments, or their bodies to make
music. When she led circle time for
the children Kight would have the
children use rhythm sticks so they
could tap along with the song they
were playing. She also incorporated
music in the classroom by letting
the children have exploration time.
Exploration time is where the children make their own sounds and
discover different types of sounds.
Music affects children in many
ways, both mentally and physically.
It impacts a child's social development by working with fellow peers
in order to learn from one another.
Kight demonstrated that music helps
cltil<)ren develop language skills by
discussing ap.d listening to music.
Emotionally, music can help a child
express who he or she is to their
peers and future educators in order
to have a relationship with people.
TAYLOR SMITH,
ENGL 1105-04

Impact of
Advertising on
Views of
Women
This presentation was performed by
Ann Marie Daly Hyden. She went
through some of the ways that the
media impacts the way others and
women view themselves. Much of
advertisement is sexually driven,
which is dangerous because of misogynists. But, also its because of
the ways that they portray women.
Models are only one of the ways
that advertisement impacts women.
Models are usually tall, slender, and
beautiful. All of is in a unattainable
way. It is not natural slenderness,
or beauty. But that is what entices
the men. So, the point of this is
that women should want to buy the
products, and do anything else they
''need" to do to get the model look.
For everyone else's point of view, if
women aren't "up to standard" then
they are fit to be outcasts.
Women are also supposed to be
accessible and submissive. Not to
mention beautiful. They should
be used for a housewife, "sex kitten" (Hyden), and to be shown off
(beauty). The "perfect women"
caters to others, is beautiful, submissive, and tiny. They use many things
to get those points across. They use
self touch to get across a "woman's
touch." Often a woman is on the
floor. a place below the man, and
anyone else. They use most womens
size. Men are often taller and thicker.
So, put a small female in front of a
large, domineering male, and voila!
Instant size emphasis.
However, there have been a couple
steps in the right direction. Swedish mannequins are being made to
be bigger than the anorexia inducing others. And Dove has started a
real beauty campaign with women
of every size and shape. Of course,
they are still airbrushed to flawless
skin and have studio lights. But, it is
a step in the right direction.
TABIJONES
ENGL1105

Millenial's attitudes
When I went to listen to the lecture Understanding the Psychology of Today's College Students, I was expected to hear about all the somewhat boring
mental aspects that play into the average college student's time in school.
However, the session was very lighthearted and easy to follow, the use of
response remotes helped keep the audience's attention, as well as the few
instances of brief group discussions.
Using research gathered by others as well as themselves, the lecturers provided clean, quick, and concise facts about the general attitude most college
students of the millennium generation hold. They talked about how many
students claim to feel that they have the motivation to complete college after
three weeks of their first semester. However, they also provided data about
how many students tend to skip classes early on in the semester, and how
many of them come to class without completing reading assignments or how
many students do not tum in homework within the first few weeks of classes.
I found that it is very odd that so many of these young college students
say that they are motivated to complete college but then slack off so early
on. Many college students also claim that they are going to obtain graduate
degrees but a surprisingly small percentage actually follow through with this.
Perhaps this is because many students are fed thoughts about college being
not only necessary, but in some way simple, then when they actually arrive
they find that college is much more challenging than expected and take it no
farther than the basic four year degree.
SCOTT M. MCCORMICK
ENGL1105

Plantar Fasciitis
The poster that I found most interesting was about a disorder called Plantar
Fasciitis (PF). This problem is 15% of all foot-related problems. The main
impairment related with Plantar Fasciitis is an excessively pronated foot. The
author of this poster was comparing the effects of orthotics versus barefoot in
the treatment for an excessively pronated foot. She studied people between the
ages of 20 to 30 years old.
She experimented by picking 45 random people and sorted them into 3
groups of 15. Group A wore sole supports orthotics, group B was barefoot,
and group C was assigned identical non-corrective shoes. They had to stay
like that throughout their 40-minute treatment sessions. Each person had to
walk 20 minutes forward and 20 minutes backwards on a treadmill at 3 mph.
They had to repeat this for six months. She documented the results by measuring the calcaneal eversion angle and the longitudinal arch angle.
The author expected group A and B would show improvement, but group
C would not. The downfall of this study was that there were unequal men
and women ratio involved. Also the author did not know the effects of the
participant's specific height, weight, and gender had on the results. By not
knowing, the author would not have came up with a conclusion because a
persons weight and height can cause foot problems and maybe the bigger you
are the less likely for a perfect treatment.
DARA BOLDMAN
ENGLISH 1105
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Substance
Abuse
Southern Ohio suffers from the
Drug War. Tracy Peters, the presenter, suggested different ways to
persuade her audience not to take
part in drugs. She said drugs affect
your family and friends and discussed her personal experience with
drug abuse.
Poverty, drugs, and crime are
connected and if you find one of
them, more than likely you are going to find others, Peters said. When
people are at a poverty level, they
are forced to go to extreme measures to take care of themselves and
their families. Some will steal from
homes and businesses, increasing
the crime rate. Drug trafficking is
present because people living in
poverty need the money.
Peters shared a video from YouTube of a mother ignoring her
child. She connected her audience
with this video by sharing that her
son told her that she was that way
when she was addicted to drugs. In
this video, the son is trying to get
the attention of his mother, who is
drinking coffee and smoking a cigarette rather than paying attention to
him. When he finally gets her attention, she gets angry and "kicks" him
out of the house. Peters said this
video reflected her attitude during
her drug addiction.
She shared stories of family members and friends that had "checked
out" because of drugs. She spoke of
the effects that family members felt
when she was addicted to convey
the seriousness of this problem. She
also shared a story of a young girl
who was very healthy, smart and
mature, but her mother was unable
to see this because she was "cracked
out" all of her life. This girl doesn't
see her parents, but stays with Peters
sometimes and a friend during the
week with their family.
Peters issued a "call to action."
She has created a non-profit group
that educates others of how to stay
safe, while living in an area with severe drug abuse. She hopes in five
years that she will able to also share
her story with others addicted to
drugs, and that there is a way out of
drug abuse. She understood that she
would not be able to stop everyone
from trying drugs, but if they were
going to, to not bring children into
such a mess, because they didn't
deseive to be in such a dangerous
home or community.
N ICHOLAS BAILEY
ENGL 1105

Research posters from the
poster presentation category.
(Photo by Kyra Keaton)
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.,The Addams Family'' visits the
Vern Riffe Center for the Arts
LYNA KELLEY, STAFF WRITER

On April 1, Shawnee State welcomed the Broadway production of "The Addams Family" to the stage in the Vern
Riffe Center for the Arts.
It was both creepy and spooky as the curtains lifted to reveal the infamous
Addams family lined up in a foggy graveyard. Audience members cheerfully
snapped along with the familiar chorus that also introduced the movies and
television show that the musical was based on.
Each original family member was introduced to the packed auditorium
through song, while haunting ghosts were awakened one by one from their
tomb before dancing across the stage.
The story focused on Wednesday Addams and her newly found love. The
family was, initially, a bit thrown off by the nonnalcy of Wednesday's boyfriend and his family when they visited the Addams' for dinner. Watching a
"normal" family go into a house where explosions go off on a regular basis,
torture devices are kept as furniture, and a zombie butler waits on guests was
very entertaining.

Extravagance was to be expected due to the play being a major Broadway
production. The casting and costumes were impeccably done. The family
looked like a mirror image of the television and movie versions of themselves. The music was upbeat and kept the audience lively with funny lyrics
and fl.ashy accompanying dance moves.
I was a bit worried that Wednesday's character would not be as she is normally portrayed because of the storyline of the musical, but she was every
bit as sinister as always; torturing her brother Pugsley, killing petting zoo
animals, and regularly wielding a cross-bow.
Gomez Addams had many one-liners that left the audience in hysterics,
echoing his original character. Grandma Addams was also a comedic stand out.
At one point, she had to delay a scene due to audience laughter and applause
after making a joke about today's youth over-texting and under-reading.
Being an avid Addams Family fan for many years, I found this musical
to be absolutely delightful. The characters were brilliantly portrayed. My
favorite aspect of the Addams Family has always been the way they are
unconventionally grim and weirdly hysterical at the same time, and this production definitely pulled off that famous contradiction. 1

New minor in
teaching English to
speakers of ot her
languages
HEATHER CLIFTON, STAFF WRITER

Students of SSU can now work toward a Minor in Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages (Teaching ESL). This minor is used to help
prepare students for the Peace Corps, the International Studies Program
and to train students to be teachers of English. To complete this minor, a
student is required to complete 21 credit hours of coursework.
The new minor prepares future teachers to teach in
foreign lands and to American emigrants. A student will
experience hands-on training through required tutoring
of a foreign exchange student, class teachings, and lesson planning. They will also learn the grammar of the
target language being taught (English), how there can be
the same grammatical issues between language and how
they differ. Students will also be taught what their future
students will be expecting from them, for example, how
much knowledge is acceptable for each range of learning. Through the required Linguistics classes, students
will also learn the history of the English language and
the fundamentals of different languages.
Leila Lomashvili, Linguistics professor, encourages
future teachers to pursue the minor. "People will have
more open hearts and arms for those that know what they
are doing," she said.
This program will give students excellent skills and
knowledge for working outside of the program, ''The experience may be rough but beneficial," Lomashvili said.
Lomashvili helped people in her counny learn English

Caption here. (Photo by Chronicle Staff)

because "in Georgia there was not much opportunity for
common people to learn English. Georgia is a counny of
much of the same demographics. The only people able
to experience English were people who were exposed to
it from work".
She has taught English her home counny of Georgia
and also Pima Community College in Tulsa, Arizona.
She taught students from Mexico, Russia and other
countries in a range of grades from secondary school
through college levels.
According to Lomashvili, the SSU Dean and others
were excited for the program, believing that a person
will be much more qualified to teach outside of counny than just with having a generalist degree. Lomashvili
said she hopes depending on the demand and interest of
the program SSU might one day send teachers to countries to teach.
"This is a hope for the program," Lomashvili said. Students must take interest for this minor to be successful.
For students interested in this Minor the classes that
need to be completed are:
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Beautiful Creatures

BY: HEATHER CLIFTON

Beautiful Creature is a movie based on the book of the same
title. In the movie we are taken to Gatlin, South Carolina, a
town where the people are "too stupid to leave or too stuck
to move."
We meet the teen Ethan Wade (Alden Ehrenreich) who looks forward to
the day when he can escape the small town of Gatlin. On his first day of junior year he meets the girl that has been haunting his dreams for some time.
He's immediately drawn to Lena Duchannes (Alice Englert), the niece of
the isolated Macon Ravenwood (Jeremy Irons), whose mysterious family is
rumored to be full of devil worshippers and all sorts of wicked types.
While the movie is a smaller, more condensed version of the book it was
entertaining. It brings the viewers in with likeable characters and interesting
actors, beautiful cinematography and an appealing plot. Beautiful Creatures
has those Aww moments, those laugh out loud moments, and those oh my
gosh moments. With an emotional final scene that, leaves the watcher with a
few lingering questions, you have all the makings of a good movie. Beautiful
Creatures is definitely worth checking out and the movie leaves the watcher
with the anticipation for a sequel. Overall, I would give the movie a 9/10. ,i

The Call
BY: HEATHER CLIFTON

Jordan Turner (Halle Berry) is a 911 operator in the "hive"
of a Los Angeles-area emergency call center. In the beginning of the movie, Turner's on top of her game, handling
call after call with coolness and ease while giving viewers
an inside look of the job of a 911 operator. That is, until a
momentary lapse of judgment causes a serious situation to
go from very bad to downright horrible.
Shaken to her very core and blaming herself for the events, Turner leaves
the hectic front lines for the comfortable position of instructor. This all
changes when, while showing a new group of recruits around, she's drawn
back onto the phones when one of the operators becomes flustered by a call
made by an untraceable phone, which shares striking similarities with Turner's very last call. From this point forward, we're taken on a roller coaster
ride of ups and downs as police attempt to track down the kidnapping victim.
The movie itself connects viewers to realistic scenarios, mixed with those
"What the heck are you thinking?" moments caused by minor characters.
The movie, up until the very last ten minutes, leaves viewers fearing for the
victim, crying for the family, and pulling their hair out from the stress created
by the untraceable phone, not to mention the dreaded low battery.
During the last ten minutes of the movie, it has a tendency to become quite
a bit unrealistic, yet despite this, it still leaves viewers cheering and feeling
that triumphant sense of "You go girl!"
This movie is not for the fearful, or for the queasy. With violence and
teen abductions portrayed, this is a movie that should be considered fully before watching. Overall, this movie connects well with the viewer's emotions,
while leaving an impression on the mind. ,i

SSU's ''Plaza Suite''
brings the laughs
LYNA KELLEY, STAFF WRITER

The Shawnee State theater departtnent did
not fail to bring laughs during performances
of the 1968 Neil Simon comedy, Plaza Suite.
The production plays out in three acts, all of which
come together in the unifying room of New York City's
Plaza Hotel, Suite 719. All three acts contain completely
different stories, featuring various characters played by
SSU students.
Since the production was in the Kahl Auditorium, the
audience is only a few feet from the stage, meaning the set
must be nearly flawless. The small area was transformed
into an elegant hotel room. Props were appropriate for the
setting and extravagance of the Plaza Hotel. Elaborate
wall hangings, carpet, and curtains, like those one would
find in an upscale hotel, could be noticed by the audience.
The cast's makeup and hair was nicely done. All costumes
seemed time appropriate and well fitted.
The first act featured a caring wife trying to create a
romantic anniversary for her husband by renting a room
at the prestigious Plaza Hotel. Plans went awry as ugly
truths were revealed. The story presented in this act was
a bit more serious than the others, but still offered its
share of entertainment. The witty dialogue of the wife
and amusing facial expressions from the hotel butler
provided act one with its share of laughter.
Act two told the story of a famous movie producer

who was visiting from California and had invited an old
flame to the hotel to catch up. Watching the somewhat
awkward situation unfold during this act was entertaining. Actors paid homage to theater department's John
Huston in act three as they used his name as a famous
actor who the producer signed for his next film.
Without a doubt, the production saved the best for last.
Act three sent audience members into hysterics from the
start. Mayhem ensued as a worried mother and an angry
father tried to coax their bride-to-be daughter out of the
bathroom she had locked herself in.
During act three, student actress Kate Stuard stole the
show when she took the stage portraying the stressed-tothe-max mother of a bride with cold feet. Her physical
comedy was nothing short of hilarious. As she threw herself
around the hotel suite in fits of panic, audience members
were brought to tears. The manner in which she delivered
her lines came across as a priceless mixture of "Bridesmaids"' Melissa McCarthy, and television's Rosanne Bar.
Plaza Suite was impeccably cast. Each actor created
memorable characters and incited many chuckles from
the audience. Dialogue was sharp and phrases were
stressed in just the right manner to bump up the comedic
value, much to the credit of director Mary Baughman,
who smiled approvingly from side stage during the
performance.
Plaza Suite offered audiences an enjoyable evening
and a quick get away from their daily worries. ,i
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You may receive an email on March 19 from the
National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)
asking you to complete an online survey.
Please take the time to complete the survey by May 1. Your feedback is
very valuable in helping us improve undergraduate education at Shawnee
State for our current - and future - students. Prizes will be given away at
random to students who complete the survey. Prizes include three $100
gift certificates to the bookstore as well as t-shirts, hats, and water bottles.
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For more information about the survey,
please contact Katy Mathuews, 740.351.3068
or kmathuews@shawnee.edu.

